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P - V. Guretskiy

A nev editicn cf Conventional Signs for Suriet Charts (134 pp, 25 rubles)
: has been printed and distributed to the departments ooncerned. Befors “ts ap-
# ! nesrance, navigatore depsnded on a similar marumal published in 1941, Thisg
nev edition hag been comeidersbly rovised, altbrsdd, and enlarged. Our obJjectlve
hore is to drav the attention of marinera to the shie? differences. Mention
has also beon made of certain questions requiring additionsl clarilicatiom.

The main ohange in conventional signs in the 1947 edition is the new
mthod of designating the characteristiocs of colors of lights. We may note
these new desigzations have beon printod on charts since 1946.

As previously, the color of a 1light is shown by the sams color on the
cha>t, exyep® for vhite, which ir alwuys represented by ysllow. Lights my
be ghown sither Sn detall, Ly means of ooncentric oiroles, or in abbreviated
form, by msens of ths so-callsd "rerhki" /Iiterally, "little horn"/, depending
on the scale, detail, and purpose of the chart.

The ckaracter of the light is repressnted by altering the thickmess and
virying the number of concentric circlos. It should be remembered that ihis
' mothod reducses the oharmcteristics of different laaps to the same common de-
: namipator. Only two thicknessss of circle are used, one millimeter and 0.25 ~
| millineter, approximately. The characteristics of lights are represented by N
: moans of these ciroles in the following mamner:

“ -
1. One thick circle: tixed ilght.
2. 038 thick circle with ons thin circle ‘nside it: (a) fixed an? flash-
5 ing lights, (b) vixed and gronp flashing lights, (¢) fixed ocoulting lighte, . -
i and (d) fixeC group-occulting lights.
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3. Cpe thln ¢irsle: ‘occulbing sard group-croulting lights. i
b, Tvo, three, and ‘our thir circlus: group-flashing lights with two, i
~thrss, and fovr Slamhes pay group wespeciimely . e

5, Five thin circles: ({s) rlashing lights, (b) group-flashing lights
with five mcre flashes per group, and (¢) rotating lights,

6. Ome thisk sirole with one thin circle outside 1t: (a) altermating
lights, (b) sltkimsting flashirg lighte, {c) alterpating group-flashing lights,
() alterpating occulting lights, and {6) alrernatving group-occulting lights.

T Lighpa of raiic b=gaons, regardless of their eclor and sharacter, are
alweys reprssented by one thick red cirsle.

8. Lights of floating beacona are ghown in the same way as shors lights.

9, Lights of illuminated ‘buoys are shown in the abbrevieted way on all
mape, 1.6,, by rozhkl.

Apother, no less important, alteration is in the method of showing the

depth:of falrveye. For example, the figure 7.0 in parenthesés ingerted in s
break in a dotted fairway lins previously meant that the falrway wae aveses-
1ble to vesasls drawing up te 7 mewters of water. According to the new eyetem
of soxiventional ‘signs, the same marking would mean that T meters is the minimum
depths of the particular fairway, Similarly, the figure 10.0 In square brackets
inserted in a break ir the continuous ewept fairway line ncw denotes the depth

T to which the fairway has been swept, and not the limiting drauzht of vessels
pavigating the falrway.

The representation and position of nonlighted navigational marks is also
different. The 0ld comventioral asign for such a mark was & continuous black
triangle, and its poeition om the chart was consldered as being the mid-point
of the base. The neov sign is a black equilateral triangle with a white circle
inside ‘t, And the position of the msrk on the chart 1s the center of the circle,
1,86, tne ceatar of the triangle.

The represoutation of dry land has also been changed. This was previously
colored yellow over its full widtk. Now it 1s ropresented by filling in the
dry strip with dottea lines, closer together at the seaward side, the tgpe of
ground and height above sea level bsing shown. :

) The above ure the most important clkanges in sonventiomal signs vm USSR i
. ) charts from the muvigsator's viewpoint. A sound kmowledge of them ie egsential. -
A Ocher sigys rewsin alrost unchanged, but bave been comsideradbly supplemented -
as vegards the shore. In ‘his comnection they have alsc veen made uniform witn
R . : thome usad on topcyraphical maps. Moreover, a new set of signs hee heew intro-
‘ duced for river shavrte and atleses.

Every pilot addirg “» his stock of charts will meed to assertain vhich
conventionpal aigns &re .eod. As ve have alrsaudy pointed out, miay ckarte pud-
1ighed in 1046 mnd 1¢47 may have the lights repressnted by ths 1947 signs and
other -obJe~ts by the old ones.

We shall now dwell on two examples which beer witnees to deficiencies eud
leck of clarity in the new conventional eigos. ’

v One, carvied crer from the old to the rew sdition, consevns subrarine sound :
signals. We find repreaentations of the sigual, first iz the scction "Marxings .
on Water,” and tten in the sectiom "Cther Objects.” Two complstely differunmt

pArkings Dave the same mszliug, ind the marimer camnot tell which is to be Ire -

farred.
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The other exsmpile ig of grea.t, pmcuice.l irgportance. The new convex.tionnl

#igne Ao not ‘réflect the new: gyatem of ‘bucyage In the seas and lakes of the USSR’
‘whish was introfuced in 1947 (before the new 8lgns were publishsd and approved).
On'thes ons hand. the new comvsntional gigns inninde (fov- No Lo} ‘s "telagraph
-&pax: buoy" which 18- not uped in the new system cf ‘buoyages am mugt have: ‘been

abolighed, = Op the other hand, of &il the. extremly varied and Tumerous: ‘Bpars

. and . buoys - .tntrodﬂoea by .the naw buoyage system, only cardinml spey buoya For
‘netural bazaris ngure amopg- the new conventlonal aigns. ' All the other spars
-and buoys (even the temparary ones pertaining to mine hazard) are abssut from
the . new aigns, and thp deviging of systenis and dz-a.vings for these signs is left
to the pilot himself. TFenoce, the question arlses as to how the ‘ohart’ will in-
dloate to the mariner the numerous types of ‘buogs, 86 varied in e.ppeazma and
meening. . Ignorarce of the necessary dstalls of surfece marks; 1.s., the most
important’ part: of the chext to the pllot, séems all the more inszousable in :
view' of the huge ra.nae of :conventional remaontatim on‘shore introduced dn

" the ‘new signs. Sem;’mra will ezpsct the Hydrographlc Administration of the
lﬁvy to pwrid.a & utisfnctory solution to this prohlom. ’
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